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Survey on the desire and current status of reviewers receiving
feedbacks of other reviewers’ referee reports or editors’ final
comments of the same manuscript//ZHAN Lijuan, WU
Xiaogeng, LI Na

Abstract Providing reviewers’ referee reports or editors’ final
comments for other reviewers of the same manuscript is helpful for
peer review quality management of academic journals. Based on
925 questionnaires and interviews, we find that most editors don’ t
provide referee reports or editors’ final comments to other reviewers
of the same article. Our survey also shows that reviewers strongly
desire to receive the above feedbacks and believe the feedbacks’
positive influence on reviewers ’ enthusiasm for peer review.
Moreover, our survey finds that the main barriers to achieve
comments’ feedback include editors’ wrong cognition on the final
decisions of manuscripts, the absence of management system,
editors’ worries about reviewers’ discontent on the feedbacks, and
no request from reviewers. Based on the survey and the analysis,
we propose the following suggestions: 1) editors should care for
reviewers’ needs actively and change the traditional views on the
final decisions of manuscripts; 2) it is necessary and important to
keep reviewers’ identity anonymous and let reviewers understand
the significance of the feedbacks in advance; 3) editor offices
formulate regulations specifying the feedbacks; 4) it is important to
improve efficiency by digital platform or tools.
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