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The Game of Polyphony: The Historical Identity of Chinese Sportsmen

LU Yun-ting

(Center of Sports, Media and Cultural Studies, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China)

Abstract: Modern sport is the product of the modern trend of the body doctrine in Europe. In the real-
ity of the need for ritual treatment, the present Chinese sports have clearly become a spiritual or moral
force. But the Chinese sports people are generally in a relatively marginalized state after losing the au-
ra of media, for they violated the austere spirit of Confucian culture. There have never been a concept
of sports or sports group in the Chinese history but the ludens, nomadic people and idlers. They did
not engage in production activities and their social roles were between the wizards who had sex flaunt
work and the normal people who were against the doctrine of Confucianism. The social status of Chi-
nese sports people still have the possibility of moving down after breaking away from the secular field.
Game is a kind of value which is superior to all knowledge system. The world powers in history were
always a country with big game power. The respect for the human spirit of game is also a respect for
human creativity.

Key words: loss of game; Confucian discrimination; cultural balance; racial evolution; gold

medal medalism





