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ABSTRACT To understand and utilize the functions of citations in academic assessment, this paper applies analytical
method and the concept of sociology to analyze the differences and similarities between citations, bibliographic references
and literature notes, and examine their meanings and the variety of citations. It takes the citations in history, management
science and library science as examples to demonstrate the order and arrangement of citations under certain conditions and
discuss the essence of citations and its functions in academic assessment. It points out the misuse of the functions of

citations in academic assessment, and makes suggestions for establishing special citation index databases and improving the

ideas of learning communities and citation rules. 7 refs.
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