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Rethinking the Incident of NBA Lockouts

——Writing on the 10th Anniversary of the 2008 Global Financial Crisis

HUANG Lu

(Department of Physical Education, North China University of Science and Technology, Tangshan 063009, China)

Abstract: This paper reviews and studies the NBA Lockouts and provides theoretical references for
the reform and development of Chinese professional sports in the new era. The essence of the lockout
crisis is the struggle for interests between employers and employees. It presents a self-organized and
efficient operated system of conflict and cooperation, dialogue and negotiation. These institutional ele-
ments include: giving full play to the market-oriented mechanism in which the government is posi-
tioned as a service provider; Laws, fans and the market give labor discourse power on bargaining; es-
tablishing a fair, just and transparent democratic consultation mechanism; using a negotiation process
and media discourse as a means to establish a mutually balanced stakeholder dialogue mechanism. In
the comparative context of Sino-US economic development, a comparative analysis of Sino-US eco-
nomic growth and structural transformation after the global financial crisis in 2008 is made in this
study. It is believed that the US economy is gradually stepping out of the predicament, and the US
professional basketball league has experienced a decade of steady development; the Chinese economy is
stepping into the channel of de-leveraging, China’s professional sports missed a good reform situation
and re-entered the deep water of reform, facing the severe challenges of the new era.

Key words: professional sports reform; US professional basketball league; league lockout; global fi-

nancial crisis



