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Exploration and Analysis on the Rights Protection
of Professional Football Players from the View of Labor Law

XIE Li-yuan

(School of Economic Law, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 200042, China)

Abstract: The football reform in China has seen an obvious effectiveness, but the problem that the
rights of professional football players can not be effectively guaranteed is still not properly solved.
Based on such reasons as meeting subject eligibility, a subordinate relationship between the players
and their clubs, and lack of identity disorder in legislation and judicial practice, it is considered that
due to the labor relationship between the professional players and their clubs, the legitimate rights and
interests of professional players as laborers has laws to abide by. Meanwhile, the scarcity of profes-
sional players, irreplaceability, high risk, short career period as well as the international and the dual-
ity of internationalization worldwide and autonomy within the football industry, make it necessary to
further clarify the particularity of the labor relations between two sides. The relevant provisions of the
Labor LLaw can not be simply applied to the rights protection of professional players one provision after
another. The basic principle which safeguards the basic rights of professional players should be taken,
and the balance of interests between labor laws and rules in football industry should be sought. Labor
rules should be properly applied in addition to respecting the rules within the football industry .

Key words: labor law; labor relations; professional football players; particularity; transfer rules of

players; freedom in choosing a job; labor dispute





