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From “Focusing on Children” to “Focusing on Family”

Research on the Transformation of American Public Libraries Service for Young
Children’s Development Path

Zhang Li

Abstract: In the 1980s and 1990s, American public libraries began to intervene in early reading. Its develop-
ment path has gradually changed from “Focusing on Children” to “Focusing on Family”. Driven by Every Chil-
dren Ready to Read @ Your Library and Family Place Libraries, the transformation was completed. The change of
the development path has brought about the changes of the service object, service content, service space and
service atmosphere of the public library for young children. Family Engagement Theory provides theoretical sup-
port for this transformation, “reading begins at birth” “parents are a child’s first and best teacher” and other
core concepts provide the concept guidance for this transformation. “Focusing on family” public library service
mode for young children has been affirmed by librarians, parents and children. As a national popular service
template, it has been widely copied in the practice of public libraries service for young children. 26 refs.
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