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Cultural Interpretation of Cuju: Initial Demonstration of the Football as a Chinese Traditional Sport
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Abstract: Cuju (Chinese football in ancient times) showed a pattern of orderly heritage in China. It obvious-
ly existed in Chinese history and coincides with the elements of Chinese traditional sports. The origin of Cu-
ju has three versions of Huang Di,the Shang Dynasty and the Spring and Autumn & Warring States . The an-
cient Chinese Cuju has been verified in literature study, science of cultural relics and image science.FIFA has
repeatedly claimed that football originates in China. But most of the Chinese people used to deny the fact
that football first appeared in China. This phenomenon is due to many reasons, especially cultural inertia.
Though Cuju originated in pre-Qin times, it accumulated lots of the connotation of Confucian culture in the
later evolution process. Its unique implicit competition, mean competitive concept and acrobatic conscious-
ness of pure performance are full of classical implication.And Cuju usually matched the cultural elements of
garden, courtyard and other civic cultural landscape. Modern football is characterized by professionalism, an-
tagonism and winning. It is entrusted with the special value of zero-sum game in European logocentrism. To-
gether, Cuju and football have completed the construction of world football culture.
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