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Are Chinese university journals junk? ,// LIU Mingshou,
DAI Guojun
Abstract The objective of this article is to argue against the
viewpoint of " Chinese university journals are junk", based on
analysis of the difference between the academic journals published
by agricultural universities and non-university institutions. The
academic journals on agricultural sciences were divided into three
different classes according to the publishers: provincial
universities, provincial and national academic societies. Then five
indexes of agricultural journals, including impact factor and ratio of
funded papers, were compared for journals of the three classes.
Statistical analysis showed that: all four indexes, i. e., total
citation frequency, impact factor, non-self-citing impact factor and
ratio of funded papers, of the academic journals published by
national societies, were significantly higher than those of the
journals by provincial societies (P < 0.01). Impact factor, ratio
of funded papers, and non-self-citing impact factor of the journals
of provincial universities were significantly higher than those of the
provincial society journals (P < 0.01). Furthermore, ratio of
funded papers and ratio of cited papers to total citations were
slightly higher than those of national society journals, but the
difference was not significant (P > 0.05). These results indicated
that most indexes of provincial university journals were close to

those of national society journals but higher than those of provincial

society journals. The indexes of journals of agricultural sciences

influence of agricultural university journals is getting higher.
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