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Comparative Studies on Chinese and Foreign Library Science Edu-

cation; Research Questions, Methods and the Mission

ZHOU Ya & XIAO Ximing

ABSTRACT
Comparative studies on Chinese and foreign library science education is an important research field of
comparative librarianship. Research on the methodology and other theoretical questions of comparative
studies on Chinese and foreign education is conducive to promoting its standardized development, thus
stepping up the practical value for Chinese library science education. Based on comparative education and
other disciplines, some fundamental theoretical issues including research questions, methods and the mission
of comparative studies on Chinese and foreign library science education, were discussed in this paper.
Firstly, in terms of research objects and questions, it is necessary to make comparisons with more
countries to explore diverse ways and multiple possibilities concerning the development of library science
education. Additionally, the research domains and questions also need to be expanded, along with the
necessity of conducting comparative studies on continuing education and library science education research
in both China and other countries. Even more, research projects could be found from practical dilemma with

the purpose to solve realistic problems faced by library science education, and comparative studies on
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library science education history need to be sirengthened, such as international comparative studies on
library school closings. Also, more attention should be paid to common problems and the problems related
with “people” in Chinese and foreign library education so as to explore the humanistic concerns in library
science education. Secondly, in terms of research methods and materials, apart from universal social
science research methods, it is necessary to explore new methods, theoretical frameworks and research
perspectives, and the theories and methods of other disciplines, especially the comparative subjects such as
comparative education and comparative history, could be used. Furthermore, investigations from social and
cultural perspectives should be strengthened in order to analyze the effects exerted by social contexts and
cultural factors on library science education, along with the essentiality of collecting and utilizing primary
historical materials and data more so as to promote the standard of research process and the reliability of
research conclusion. Thirdly, as for the mission and orientation, its major mission aims at exploring the
fusion path of Chinese and foreign library science education. Comparative studies on Chinese and foreign
library science education serves as the bridge between “bringing in” and “going out”, also acting as a
“sieve” with the function of quality control. Thus, it becomes an alternative way between mechanical
“linguistic adoption” and original creation, making it an essential factor to insist on local concerning, as
well as reflection and “mutual learning”. Moreover, modes of research, such as the variation mode from
comparative literature, should be innovated and enriched, and experience reference should be moved
towards theory generation so as to improve the theoretical innovation of library science. Also, a deep
understanding of the development path of library science education should be acquired and new questions of
library science research in different countries could be found. It is also of great importance to provide
practical knowledge, solutions and guidelines for exploring the future direction of library science education
and library science education reform, thus facilitating the sustainable development of Chinese library
science education accordingly. 57 refs.
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