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The Tribal Group in the Non-tribal Age: The Football Spectator Community in the Mod-
ern Tribal Sense

LU Yunting

(Shanghai University of Sport,School of Sports Journalism and Foreign Studies, Shanghai 200438,
China)

Abstract: Players, coaches, referees, managers and fans are the five elements of modern football, a-
mong which the fans play a crucial role. Unlike theatre fans, the football fans can produce a strong ef-
fect on the players' morale and thus influence the course of the game, and even the final score indi-
rectly. The football is imposed with a profound gathering function.If football is separated from the
mass audience, it will become a private personal physical exercise skill, which will lead to its varia-
tion. With fans, football transforms its function from personal privacy to public gathering. Football
has become a modern myth which is created by the fans. The football fans, like the new tribesmen in
the city, have formed a community free from secular interference, and constructed a spiritual arcadia.
Key Words: foothall spectator; primitive belief; audience gathering; community reconstruction; pre-
historic thinking
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