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Sports Idol Worship: Being the Human Being of Animality

E ZHANG Ziqi
imn (Sports, Media and Culture Research Center, Shanghai University of Sport,Shanghai 200438, China)
xl Abstract: Using textual analysis and considering sports as a communication activity, the article ana-
E lyzes the phenomenon of sports idol worship with semiology and hermeneutics. It concludes that
m sports idol worship is the communication effect of sports on the premise that sport is the animalic in-
m stinct of human being. Audience worship their idols in order to satisfy their psychological needs of
transcendence and security. Idol is actually the chief of idolater group.The mentality of idol worship is
:‘E} caused by imagination. As a human activity, sports idol worship has obvious cultural characteristics.
m.l. Key Words: sports idol worship; animality; instinct; symbol; imagination; culture
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