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ABSTRACT  Library science is a discipline with librarianship in a social system as its research

object, to study the nature, internal relations, social functions, development laws, etc. of library

phenomena. It is a process to understand and explain the research object and the relationship between

understanding and explanation is a basic relationship in library science. The introduction of basic

hermeneutical theories and methods will bring new vitality to library science. The unification of the

ontology, epistemology and methodology of “ understanding and explanation ” is an important

methodological thought in natural sciences,social sciences and the humanities, and is alse an important

thought and principle in library science. This comprises the macroscopic hermeneutical structure of

library science. 32 refs.
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