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Journal impact factor manipulation and countermeasures //
WANG Lingfeng, YE Yajian

Abstract Some foreign and domestic academic journals make use
of drawbacks of the current definition of the impact factor and the
calculation method, and take various opportunistic measures to
raise their impact factors. Due to the fact that impact factors are
widely used in academic evaluation and scientific research
management, false journal impact factors do harm to academic
evaluation and scientific research management. This paper
summarizes the main opportunistic practice such as over self-
citation, citation alliance and citation bonus, and propose some
countermeasures.
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