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The National Memory: The Beijing Olympic Games in Ethnography

LU Yun-ting

(School of Sports Journalism and Foreign Languages, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China)

Abstract: Through all stages of efforts, the Beijing Olympic Games chaired by the Chinese govern-
ment has become a transitional ritual. It symbolically prompted China to get out from a relatively iso-
lated era and enter into a integrated phase with western society. With the powerful competitiveness of
the nationwide system, the ritual value of the Beijing Olympic Games is more reflected in the procla-
mation of a victory and the end of colonial history. The reason why the Beijing Olympic Games did not
count the cost and wasn’t challenged and resisted by people lied in that it is a special spiritual and cul-
tural activity that has been spawned by the special times and the special social situation. It has a ritual
value surpassing physical body and has evolved into a Chinese-style national ritual. Beijing Olympic
Games has also completed the transcendence over the narrative ontology of national legend on the cul-
tural level and supplemented the imagination of the Chinese people. Beijing Olympic Games has recon-
structed the significance symbol of China’s national supremacy and has evolved into a national monu-
ment.

Key words: Beijing Olympics; national will; nationwide system; transitional ritual



