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Disparities Analysis of Regional Economy Based on Theil Index:
a Case Study of Six Provinces in Central China
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Abstract: Using the Theil L index with population as the weight, this paper analyzes the re-
gional economic disparities of six provinces in Central China from 2001 to 2018. The results
show that the regional economic disparities in central China tend to rise, and the internal
disparities in each province form the main component, where the disparity in Anhui Province
is large, the disparities in Henan, Hubei and Hunan provinces present the obvious trend of
rising, while the disparities in Shanxi and Jiangxi provicnes are small and have changed lit-
tle. Based on the above result, the disparity causes are analyzed among and within the cer-
tain groups, then some suggestions are put forward to reduce the economic disparities in the
central region.
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