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The Contradiction and Reconciliation Between Personal Interests
and National Interests: an Interpretation of Hegel’s Theory
on the Relationship Between Civil Society and the State
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Abstract: Hegel tried to analyze the relationship between civil society and the state from the as-
pects of particularity and universality. He regarded civil society as an intermediate stage from the
family to the state and argued that the state was formed by people who pursued particular inter-
ests and were restricted by universality. The author of this paper analyzes the contradiction and
reconciliation between individuals and the state though the analysis of Hegel’s view on the rela-
tionship between the civil society and the state, and examines the rationality and deficiency of
Hegel’s theory of the civil society with the help of Marx’s critique of Hegel’s law philosophy.
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