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From Symbol to Knowledge:
The Dilemma and Approach of Academic Value—Added Evaluation for University Teachers
TIAN Xianpeng
(School of Education, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, Jiangsu, China )

Abstract: Academic value—added evaluation emphasizes the measurement of human knowledge production
innovation at the vertical level, which is considered as a cutting—edge educational evaluation method focusing on
development. In order to improve the effectiveness of academic value—added evaluation for university teachers, this
paper examines its practical difficulties and necessary approaches from the theoretical perspective of transforming
the relationship between symbol and knowledge. The results show that university teachers are experiencing silent
violence from the evaluation system of hierarchical symbol. Among them, the identification problem of value—added
academic achievement, the value transformation dilemma between symbol and knowledge, and the institutional
obstacle from symbol to knowledge have become the prominent contradictions faced by value—added evaluation.
Based on the aforementioned findings, the future approach to enhance the effectiveness of academic value—added
evaluation for university teachers lies in reconstructing the symbol recognition mechanism and exploring the
academic representative work system based on peer review, exploring the ontological value of symbol and
stimulating the internal driving force of teachers as the main body of innovation, and improving the function of
symbol system and promoting the diversification of evaluation methods based on classified management.
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