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Formation, Problems, and Solutions of Satellite Campuses: The Structural Functionalism Perspective
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Abstract: After more than 40 years of development, satellite campuses built in cities other than the cities in
which their main campuses are located have become an important organizational structure for universities to promote
local economic development. The government has tightened its policy in recent years, making the future of this type
of satellite campus have been called into question. Drawing on the theory of structural functionalism, this paper
discussed the existing problems of these satellite campuses based on a national dataset. Firstly, this paper reviewed
the functional foundations that have motivated the construction of these satellite campuses in the past. Secondly, it
analyzed both the manifest and latent functional problems in the process of operating these satellite campuses. It
argued that we should take a prudent approach towards this type of satellite campus: leveraging its usefulness while
managing its shortcomings. Finally, we proposed ways to improve their functions in the future based on the A-G-I-
L framework of structural functionalism theory
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