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Research on the Analysis and Strategy of Library Copyright Infringement
Cases in China over the Past Thirty Years

Wu Hui

Abstract: The adjudicative document of library copyright infringement cases in China over the past thirty years
show that in the infringement cases involved with digital resources, fair use put forward by the library is normally
excluded by courts. Moreover, in cases with joint torts, the library usually would not find infringement defenses
which can be accepted by courts. Based on the analysis of the 8 groups of typical cases selected from the 1348
pieces of adjudicative documents, since fair use can’t be applied in digital environment, the defenses such as du-
ly authorization, ownership defense, safe harbour rule, and action limitation defense proposed by the library are
accepted by courts easily and the librany won’t be held reponsible. In addition, when acting as an internet con-
tent provider, the library exercising a duty of carewith higher level to carefully investigate the authorization basis
from the digital-resource supplier can keep itself from being ruled infringed for joint torts in copyright infringe-
ment. 4 tabs. 8 refs.
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