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Abstract We retrieved the retraction statements of international
journals during 2015-2017 in the medical field from Scopus, and
collected and analyzed relevant information in the retraction
statements. A total of 1 015 retraction statements have been made
to the officially published papers, the number of which has been
declining year by year. There were no obvious correlations between
the number of manuscripts retracted and the impact factors of
periodicals. A total of 409 abstracts were available from Scopus that
provide valid information for retraction, covering a total of 419
articles. Academic misconduct was the main reason for retraction,
accounting for 46.8% of the total. The articles were from 38
countries, with the largest number being 97 in China, 95 in the
United States, 53 in Iran, 28 in Japan, 22 in India, 14 in the
United Kingdom and 11 in South Korea. Almost all countries have
included academic misconduct or repeated publication for reasons of
their retraction. The retraction statement lags ranged between 0 and
26 years, with a median of 2 years, and an average of 3. 3 years.
The median delay for academic misconduct was 3 years, and the
median number of reissued delayed rejections was 1 year.
Keywords Scopus database; retraction article; retraction reason;
academic misconduct
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