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Abstract  Through analyzing some " false citations" among a
series of articles published by a research group, we elaborates the
limitations of impact factor as it has been used to evaluate the
academic quality of a single article, and identify the role of " false
citation" in this evaluation. We advocate that we need to make a
comprehensive analysis to evaluate the academic quality of a single
article, including impact factor, total citation of the journal,
comments from peer reviewers, and its social values. We hope that
we should understand the role of impact factor in evaluating
academic quality of a single article, and thus take some measures to
reduce and even to put an end of false citation.
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