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Pros and cons by disclosing peer reviewers’ identity: a case
study in geoscience journals / SHI Guanzhong, YAO Ge, WANG
Shuhua, LI Gen

Abstract Currently some international journals of earth sciences
has the phenomenon of making public the peer reviewers’ identity at
the end of articles, or directly attaching the reviewers’ comments.
Our analysis shows that researchers can follow scientific frontiers,
and track the research trend with the help of disclosed reviewers.
Moreover, the action of uncovering reviewers is able to help
regulate the reviewers’ behavior, and better serve as a role of
supervisor. Open review can help readers to identify articles with
ethical problem and decide whether to cite them or not. However,
our investigation reveals that most juvenile reviewers are unwilling
to disclose their identity, and only a small number of distinguished
experts and scholars support uncovering reviewers’ identity.
Therefore, we favor that when the reviewers agree, journals of earth
sciences should consider disclosing reviewers in public, in the case
that reviewers are famous experts and articles are accepted by
specific way.
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