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The History of Library Science Education in Jiangsu of China
(1922-2022)

XIE Huan

ABSTRACT
Jiangsu is one of the birthplaces of modern library science education in China. In 1922, National Southeast
University and University of Nanking set up courses on library science in their summer schools. From 1922
to 2022, library science education in Jiangsu has gone through 100 years.

This one hundred-year journey can be divided into six stages. 1) Initiation period (1922-1926). In this
period, the education form was short-term training, which focused on the practical work in the library.
2) Growth period (1927 - 1949). During this period, the library science education was jointly held by

colleges (mainly by the University of Nanking and National Social Education College) and libraries. Its scale
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was small and it still concentrated on the practical work in the library. However, the professionalization and
sinicization of library science education in Jiangsu in this period were developed. Meanwhile, the status of
library science education was also improved and there was more communication between Jiangsu and
western countries in the field of librarianship. 3) Transformation period (1950-1965). Since 1950, the
library science education in Jiangsu began to transform. During this period, the correspondence education
hold by universities and the short-term training held by government institutions became the main forms of
library science education in Jiangsu and the ideological and political education became the primary content.
4)Stagnation period(1966—1971). Due to historical reasons, the library science education from 1966 to
1971 was stopped. 5) Recovery period (1972-1993). In 1972, the library science education in Jiangsu
started to recover. A multi-level library science higher education system gradually was formed. Secondary
education, correspondence education and the training organized by library associations were flourishing. The
information science sprang from the library science. And the communication between Jiangsu and western
countries in the field of librarianship restarted. 6) Reform period(1994-). Since 1994, the higher education
has become the main form of library science education. However, while the undergraduate education has
been in decline, the graduate education has been developing. During this period, the different kinds of
trainings organized by the library associations are still prosperous. The gap between library science
education and library practice has been broadened and as more and more educators put their focus on the
“information”, the “blind spot effect” of library science education has been intensified. At the same time,
the communication between Jiangsu and foreign library schools has been more frequent and in-depth.
Finally, the article summarizes the achievements and the problems of Jiangsu library science education in
the past century, and puts forward some suggestions in response to those problems. 33 refs.
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