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ABSTRACT

Digital Humanities ( DH) develops rapidly in recent years. However, scholars pay more attention to the
practical research as a methodology rather than theoretical study. The lack of theoretical hardcore leads to
the phenomenon presented as more DH databases than research outcomes and more debates than discipline
innovation. Under the vigorous appearance, the dynamic and soul of development is absent. This paper calls
for more concern over theoretical studies of DH.

This paper discerns concepts related to DH, such as the humanities, human science and humanism. DH,
the new concept, comes into being as digital techniques are applied to the humanities. It enriches the
connotation of the humanities. As the extension and development of the humanities, DH is a new research
field made up from multiple disciplines.

Whether DH can exist as an independent discipline should be examined from three aspects. 1) From the
historical perspective, the traditional humanities are static and knowledge is isolated. Applying digital
techniques to the humanities, DH breaks down and reorganizes knowledge and searches the potential
relationship of knowledge, which has become a new kind of the humanities. 2) From the scientific and
philosophical perspective, the effect of DH on the humanities has gone beyond the use of tools or methods.
Instead, it is the qualitative change. Digital activities will penetrate into all fields of the humanities and will

lead to many new cultural phenomena as well as new digital modern world views and values. 3) From the
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perspective of future development, DH requires theoretical support which determines its future development.
Based on the Methodological Commons of McCarty and the Philosophy of Science of Lakatos, the paper

constructs a theoretical framework of DH, which comprises fundamental theory, methodology, contents and

research fields. 1 fig. 11 refs.
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