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Author Coupling Analysis: An Exploratory Study on a New Ap-
proach to Discover Intellectual Structure of a Discipline

Ma Ruimin & Ni Chaoqun

ABSTRACT This paper explores some basic theories and methods about author coupling analysis, maps the intellectu-
al structure of Library and Information Science, and makes a comparison of author coupling analysis and author co-cita-
tion analysis. The results shows that author coupling analysis overweighs author co-citation analysis in terms of discove-
ring the research front structure of a discipline, and also suggests that when combined with author co-citation analysis, it
will discover the intellectual structure of a discipline more scientifically and comprehensively. Finally the paper discus-
ses some specific problems about author coupling analysis. 2 figs. 2 tabs. 15 refs.
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