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ABSTRACT ABSTRACT The Japanese Library Law is a law for public libraries. The main issues that the Law regulates
and the basic systems that the Law establishes are: to found the concept and define the mission of providing free public
library services; to establish the qualification system for library professionals—Professional Librarian Ranking System; to
develop the subsidy system for public libraries provided by the central government—Treasury Subsidy Program; to create
the public participation system in the administration and management of public libraries—Library Advisory Board; to
regulate that governmental publications be provided to public libraries for free; to initiate the evaluation system for public
libraries and make the evaluation results public; to stipulate “Expectations and Standards” and guide public libraries to
develop to a higher level. 34 refs.
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