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Evolution of Public Library Value; According to Research Perspective
Changes of Value System

Luo Xianchun & Yao Ming

ABSTRACT  This paper reviews the academic research history of library value since Hangzhou conference in 1984 and summa-
rizes three stages in public library value research: initial exploration, reflection and core value contemplation. At the stage of ini-
tial exploration, research mainly focused on social value analysis under the impact of social economy and argument of existence
value under the impact of computer technology. Single value research was transferred to core value-oriented research at the reflec-
tion stage. Public library value was revealed and established gradually at the third stage from the following aspects: institutional
protection, information center, economy promotion, spatial expansion and cultural symbol. Since the 21 century, the develop-
ment of public libraries have tested and confirmed the theory of public library value. 2 tabs. 43 refs.
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